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Commander aircraft owners hold fly-in at Cape

By MARK BLISS

Southeast Missourian

When it comes to Commander
aircraft, Glenn Mores isn’t short
on words.

He loves everything about the
planes, which he calls the finest
single-engine planes in the
world.

“It is a premier plane,” said
Mores. .

Mores, who lives in Beverly,
Mass., near Boston, flew his
Commander to Cape Girardeau
for the Commander Owners
Group annual fly-in.

' On Saturday morning, Mores’
plane and nearly 50 others sat on
the ramp at the Cape Girardeau
Regional Airport.

The fly-in is held at airports
around the country. This was the
first such fly-in at the Cape
Girardeau airport. —

Mores said it probably was the
largest turnout of Commander
planes at a fly-in in three dec-
ades.

‘About 150 pilots and their
spouses attended the fly-in. Some
showed up earlier in the week to
sightsee, organizers said.

Some Commander Owners
Group members came from as
far away as Italy, Germany and
Australia. But those members
took commercial flights rather
than their own planes.

Dietmar Voelker, a lawyer
from Luebeck, Germany, said
the trip took him 24 hours. But
he said it was well worth it.
Voelker has owned a Comman-
der since January 2005. He loves
the plane.

“It’s very solid. It’s very com-
fortable,” he said.

There are an estimated 800
Commander airplanes in exis-

tence. The Commander Owners .

Group has more than 300 mem-
bers around the globe.

First built by Rockwell in the
1970s, the airplane has become a
favorite of experienced general
aviation pilots like Mores for
their quality, ruggedness and
engineering.

“This is a plane with about
10,000 parts in it,” Mores said.

Many of the owners have re-
stored their planes so they look
brand new. “Most of these have
been repainted,” Mores said as
he looked out at all the shiny
planes parked at the airport. . .

The public had a chance to
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Commander owners gathered around a 1976 112A/HS owned
by Paul Davis of Farmingdale, N.Y., at the Cape Girardeau
Regional Airport Saturday. From left, Sven Faret and Jim Bunn
critiqued the Hot Shot as Davis and Stex,e Posner watched.
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nars and get a first-hand look at
the Commander Premier Air-
craft Corporation’s facility at the
airport.

The new aviation firm pur-
chased the assets of Commander
Aircraft Co. in Oklahoma City
which had filed for bankruptcy.
The new firm relocated parts
and equipment to its new facility
at the Cape Girardeau Regional
Airport last fall.

The company opened its serv-
ice center in February and be-
gan selling parts a few months
ago.

Commander Premier is wait-

" ing on final approval from the

Federal Aviation Administration
to begin building new planes.
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